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14 CULTURAL HERITAGE

14.1 INTRODUCTION

This Cultural Heritagémpact assessment was undertakesith regard toa proposalto construct a
wind farm, known asshronowenWind Farmin CountyKerry. A full description of the proposed
development and its components has been provide@lvapter 2of this EIARThis chapter assesses
the impacts orthe wider cultural heritageand archaeologypf:

Twelve (12 No.) proposed turbinasShronowen
Proposed Substation

Peat Deposition Areas

Two temporary site compounds
Accesdrackwaysand internaltrackways
Gridconnection to the adjacent 118kOHL

1 Proposedlternativegrid cableconnectionroute

=A =4 =4 4 -8 4

14.1.1 Scope of Assessment

14.1.1.1 ConventionsLegislation and Guidelines
Thisreport was undertaken with due regard to:

1 National Monuments A¢tt930 to 2014

1 European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) (National Monuments Act 1930)
(Section 14D) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S.1. No. 528/2020)

1 Heritage Act, 1995as amended

T 9dzNR LISt Y [/ 2y @SylGAz2zy 2y GKS tNRGSOGA2y 2F
| 2y @SYiA2y Q0 NIXGAFASR o0& LNBtFYyR AY mMdbpT ®

1 Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (the
WDNRI I/ 2y @SYyiA2y Q0 NIGAFTASR 060& LNBfFYR AY wmdd

1 Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1999,
Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands

9 The Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and Historic MonuméMiscellaneous)
Provisions Act, 199%s amended

1 The conservation principles as set out byternational Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOB¥in the Venice and Burra Charters

1 Planning and Development Act, 20@3 amended

9 The publication in 201 of the Architectural Heritage Protectie®uidelines for Planners by
the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Governm2oEHLE

1 The Advice SerieA Guide to the Care of Older Buildings published by the Architectural
Heritage Advisory Unit dhe DoEHLG2007-2011.

1 The Handbook of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) of March 201

The conservation aims as stated in the Burra Charter are for the retention or restoration of historical
significance with the minimum ophysical intervention and that such intervention work be
NEOSNEAOGE SET YIAYOGlFIAYy GKS adNHzOGdzZNBEQa OKIF NI OGSNJ |
undertaken following comprehensive research.
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14.1.2 Competency of the Assessor

Laurence Dunne is an archaeologist licensed by the National Monuments Service since 1996. In that
time, he has completed an extensive and diverse range of projects, the vast majority of which are
development driven. Projects range from small scale singlesé constructions to large scale
residential and major commercial developments, wind and solar farms, roadways, water and
sewerage schemes, pipelines, int@nnector telecom and electrical cabling both terrestrial and
underseacoastal defence and chanhdeepening projects, dive surveys and shipwreck excavations.

In a renewable energy contexhe has completed numerous archaeological / cultural heritage
sections for Environmental Impact Statements (EIS), Archaeological Impact Assessments (AlA,
Licensed ¥cavations and Monitoring in Ireland relating to renewable energy. These incled&0

wind farms and 21 solar farms, battery storage compoungegny of which included assessments

for linear grid cable connection routes.

14.1.3 Methodology

The assessment wampleted using a combination of (1) ddsksed assessment of all available
archaeological, historical, cultural and cartographic sources; (2) inspection of the limits of the
proposed development site firsh January2019 andre-visit in August2020 and urther targeted
inspection in early January 202Ihe dek-based assessment is defined as a programme of study of
the historic environment within a specified area or site that addresses agreed research and/or
conservation objectives. It consists of an gs@é of existing written, graphic, photographic and
electronic information in order to identify the likely heritage assets, their interests and significance
and the character of the study area, including appropriate consideration of the settings of leeritag
assets

The coreresearch included
M Sites and Monuments Records / Record of Monuments and Places

The Sites and Monuments Records (SMR) / Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) compiled by the
Archaeological Survey of Ireland of the National Monuments iSer{NMS) comprises lists,
classifications of monuments and maps of all recorded monuments with known locations and zones
of archaeological notificatin The monument records are searchable online from the NMS
(www.archaeology.ie).

1 Topographic Files ¢fie National Museum of Ireland

The National Museum of Ireland (NMI) Topographic Files of artefacts found in Ireland by townland
were examined as well as the online searchable browser database of artefacts on the Heritage Maps
produced by the Heritage Couh@wvww.heritagemaps.ig

i ExcavationBulletin

Excavations Bulletin is a summanfyevery archaeological excavation that has taken place in Ireland
since 1970 and has been edited by IsaBennett. Thisinformation is also available online
(www.excavationse).

1 Placename Studies
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PlacenamesLogainmneachgare an important aspect of understanding the history and topography

of a location particularly when used in association with the Ordnance Survey Name Books (OSNB).

The general or baseline placename resbasource is an online GIS portal which was accessed in
August2020 (www.logainm.ie).

9 Historic Ordnance Survey mapping.

Several historic maps were examined including NB ¢ Q a

maps of between 1650670 andthe 19"/ 20" century Ordnance Survey Maps (refer to References
Section 4.9).

1 Analysis of aerial imagery

Aerial photographic coveragerovides an initial information on the terrain and its likely
archaeologicapotential andis animportant source of information regarding the precise locatain
sitesand their extent. A variety of aerial photography was examined including aerial omhbagph
from the National Monuments Servicend Ordnance Survey websitedlso, targetedlow-flown
aerial imagery was undertaken byLaurence Dunne Archaeology (LDA) vath tnmanned aerial
vehicle(UAV)in January2019, August 202@ndagain inJanuary2021

14.1.4 AssessmenCriteria

Determination of the significance of an effect will be made, where practicable, in accordance with
the terminology outlined in EPBraft Guidelines on Information to be contained in environmental
impact assessmemeports @017 as set out inTable 141 below.

Tablel14-1: Impact Assessment Criteria

Quality of | Positive A change which improves the quality of the environment
Effects Neutral No effects or effects that aramperceptible, within normal bounds of variation
within the margin of forecasting error
Negative A change which reduces the quality of the environment
/adverse
Significance | Imperceptible An effect capable of measurement but without significant consequence
of Effects Not significant An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the environme
without significant consequences
Slight An effect which causes noticeabtdhanges in the character of the environme
without affecting its sensitivities
Moderate An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner that is consig
with existing and emerging baseline trends
Significant An effect which, byts character, magnitude duration or intensity alters a sensi
aspect of the environment
Very Significant | An effect which, by its character, magnitude duration or intensity alters most
sensitive aspect of the environment
Profound Animpact which obliterates sensitive characteristics
Duration of| Momentary Effects lasting from seconds to minutes
Effect - "
Brief Effects lasting less than a day
Temporary Effects lasting less than a year
Shortterm Effects lasting one teeven years
Medium-term Effects lasting seven to fifteen years
Longterm Effects lasting fifteen to sixty years
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Permanent Effects lasting over sixty years
Reversible Effects than can be undoreeg.through remediation orestoration
Frequency How often the effect will occur. (once, rarely, occasionally, frequently, constant
or hourly, daily, weekly, monthly, annually)
Types of| Indirect Impacts on the environment, which are notdirect result of the project, oftern
Effects produced away from the project site or because of a complex pathway
Cumulative The addition of many minor or significant effects, including effects of other proj
to createalarger, more significant effect
w52 b2 (K The environment as it would be in the future should the subject project no
carried out.
w2 2 NA G { The effects arising from a project in the case where mitigation meas

substantially fail.

Indeterminable

When the full consequences of a change in the environment cannot be describ

Irreversible When the character, distinctiveness, diversity or reproductive capacity o
environment is permanently lost.

Residual The degree of environmental change that will occur after the proposed mitigd
measures have taken effect.

Synergistic Where the resultant effect is of greater significance than
sum of its constituents, (e.g. combination of SOx and NQOx

produce smog).

Source:EPADraft Guidelines on Information to be contained in environmental impact assessment refaf$7)

14.2

EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

14.2.1 Description of the receiving lands

The proposed wind farm (PWF) site, comprisir@p4ha is situatedat Shronowen Bog, a rural area
situated c.5 km north of the town of Listowel, Co. Kerry ang.2km south of Ballylongford=jgure
14-1). The PWF straddles four townlandeullamore, Coolkeragh, Ballyline West and Dromalivaun.
The townlands offullamore and Coolkeragh are situatedtie parish of Galey while Ballyline West
and Dromalivaun are situated in Aghavalfgrishwithin the anciem Barony of Iraghticonnor.
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Figurel4-1: Shronowen Wind Farm location
14.2.1.1 Proposed Turbines

The proposed 12 No. turbing$1-T12)will be situated withirthe limits of Shronowen Bogdlurbines
T1 & T2 will be situat in Coolkeragh townlandT3T9 & T12in Tullamore townlangdT7 & T11lin
Ballyline West and T1i@ DromalivaunTenof the proposed turbinesites comprise abogland vhile
T1lissituated inconiferous foreaty and T2within agreerfield site ofreclaimed pasture.

14.2.1.2 Proposed Substation
Proposedsubstation will be located athe eastern limits otthe PWFin Tullamore prtially on bog
andpartiallyon reclaimedpasture.

14.2.1.3 Proposed Trackways

An existing tracknetwork facilitakes access to proposed turbines,TT4,and partially to T7,T8 T9
and T12T5 extendhg through the centre and eastern partef the PWF throughexisting bog It is
intended to ypgradethe accessway

New trackways will be constructedat the western limits of the PWEommencingat the site
entrance and traversing along the boundamprough green fields tothe proposed temporary
compourd and eventually through bdand to T2 The emainder of the proposednew internal
trackwayswill consist offloating roads or floating log roads.

14.2.1.4 Peat DepositiomAreas

It is intended to createsix proposedPeat Deposition Aréa ¢ t bithifdekisting boglandThe frst
andsmalkst PDA 1will be situated jussouth of Tlin Coolkeragtiownland, PDA 2 3 iscomprisal
of a large deposition area two parts to thesouth of T@n Tullamoretownland,PDA 4 is adjacent to
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T6 hardstand on the western sidePA5 will be situatedeast of T11in Dromalivauntownland and
PDAG6 situatedjust eastof T12 also inTulamore.

14.2.1.5 TemporaryCompounds

Two temporarycompoundlocations were selected.hewesterncompound will be locatedt alarge
green reclaimed field (same as T2) at Coolkeragk.€cond compound location is proposet
eastern limitsof the PWFsouth of TLO at Dromalivaumownland within bog

14.2.1.6 Met Mast
The poposed Met Mast will be situated at southern limits of the PWF at Tullarmavaland within
featureless bog

14.3 DESKBASED IMPACT ASS¥ENT

14.3.1 Placenames

Townlands compse the smallest unit of land division in the Irish landscape and many may preserve
early Gaelic territorial boundaries that pdate the AngleNorman conquest. The layout and
nomenclature of the Irish townlands were recorded and standardised by the wdhedOrdnance
Survey in the 19 century. The Irish roots of townland names often refer to natural topographical
features, but some name elements may also give an indication of the presence of past human
activity within the townland. For instance, placename elements sudis,akin andrath indicate the
presence of a ringfort; whilkill andtemplesuggest an association with a church site.

Table14-2: Townland Names and Meaningroposed development boundaywww.logainm.ig

Tullamore An Tulaigh Mhair Mor- great, big
Tulach(also:tulaigh)- hillock
WYeathA f £ Q
Coolkeragh Cuil Chaorach Cuit corner, nook
Chaorachsheep
Worner or angle of the she€p
Ballyline West Baile Ui Fhloinn Thiar Baile- townland, town, homestead
Ui Fhloinn
'O'Flyn's town'
Dromalivaun Drom an Leamhain  Droim(also:drom) ridge
Leamhan= crann leamhairelm tree
WNAR3IS 2F +y Sty i

14.3.2 Archaeology withinc.3km radius from centre oProposed Wind Farm Site
In the context of this report a 3km study area encompassing the proposed windfarm (PWF) was
examined Figure 142 & Table 143).

Examination of the National Monuments Service Online Sites & Monuments Records (SMR) database
revealed that there are noecordedarchaeological monuments within the boundary of tR&VFsite

at Shronowenwww.archaeology.je The SMR indicates evidence of human activity aBlem wide

study area of theShronowen site dating from the Neolithic to the Early Medieval period
representing a total ohine monuments Figure 142 and Table 143).
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Figurel14-2: Recorded monuments withiac.3km radius encompassing proposgtironowenWind Farm
(www.archaeology.ig
Table 14-3: Recorded monuments within 3km radius encompassing proposed Shronowen Wind Farm
extracted from SMRwww.archaeology.ig
No. SMR No Class Townland Location ITM (E, N)
1 KE0068012---- Ringfort- rath BALLYLINE WEST 1.4km NW of T7 499929,
642614
2 KE0068013---- Megalithic BALLYLINE WEST 670m NW of T7 500245,
structure 641743
3 KEO0S092---- Enclosure TULLAMORE 970m Sof T4 499289,
639202
4 KEOO0S089---- Enclosure COOLKERAGH 1.9km SW of T2 498148,
638583
5 KEO0%090---- Ringfort- rath COOLKERAGH 1.8km SW of T2 498335,
638554
6 KEO005091---- Ringfort- rath TULLAMORE 1.8km SW of T4 498815,
638554
7 KEO00509100% Children's burial TULLAMORE 1.8km SW of T4 498815,
ground 638554
8 KE018025---- Ringfort- rath DROMBEG 2.4km SW of T4 498776,
637822
9 KE016026---- Earthwork BEDFORD 2.2&kmS of T6 499635,
637857
Page7 | 41
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14.3.2.1.1 Prehistory
Thenearestrecorded archaeological monument the PWFboundaryand probably the earliestine
within this 3km study zonds the site of aMegalithic structure, KEOGBL3, situatedc. 670metres
from T7. According tahe SMRdefinition a megalithic structure is€onstruction of large stones of a
'megalithic' nature which, though comparable in certain respects with megalithic tombs, cannot be
classified as any other known archaeological monument type on present evigentbese may
date from the prehistoric par2 R 2 y(@wwwhiBhaedlogy.ie) The megalithistructure recorded
asKE00&013is situatedc.200m to the NW of the Shronowensite boundaryand ¢.670m to theNwW
of the proposed Turbine TFigure 142). It is depicted asiant's Gravebn the 184142 1% Edition
OS mapFigure 143) andas@iant's Grave (Site oB'y f I (i"SBditionrpa@ Qn the1s Edition
map, it is depicted asa rectangular structure Targeted UAV survey dhfe location site of the
monument was undertaken biDARCHin January 2019 andgainin August 2020 However,no
evidence of the monumenwas notedon the surfacgPlate 141).

Plate 14-1: Vertical UAV image othe location ofthe recorded Megalithic structure, KEOQA.3 (marked with
ranging rods)LDAJanuary2019.

Engineering and Environmental Consultants
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Figure14-3: KEO06013 depicted on £Ed. OS mafsSite boundary in red.

14.3.2.1.2 Early Medieval

Four recorded ringforts are situated withaBkm radius from centre ahe PWF (N8 1,56,8, Figure
14.2). The nearest is. namedunivallateringfort known asVieelishFort/ Maol-lios (flat, bald or bare
ringfort) KEOOB012,which is situated.1km NW otfhe site boundary at Ballyline West (Nl Figure
14-2). The gcond univallate ringfort within the study areaatso namedShanasta$eaneastdold
abode) KEOOB91 (No.§ Figure 142) which is located.1.6m SWof the site boundaryat Tullamore
townland According to local tradition, this ringfort was usal$o as aChildren's Burial Ground,
KEO00%091001 www.archaeology.ig Two more univallate ringforts agtuatedfurther to the south
of the limits of the PWF. These are KEO28 at Drombeg townland and KEGO88 at Coolkeragh
townland (Nos5 & 8 Figure 142).

Ringforts are one of most numerous archaeologiield monuments found in Irelantb the present

day and date to thekarly Medieval period(c.400¢1169 AD, otherwise referred to as the Early
Christian or Early Historic periodorphologically, hey are subdivided into those of earthen
construction known as aath or lios or those of drystone construction that are referred to as a
caisea) caher, cathaior dun. Ringforts referred to amthsare derived from the Old Irish wordath,
YSEYAY3 WSIENIKSY NI YLI NloSor is&NME 1SS NEG KIS2NE G K NBNA] WRF
space.The morphology of ringforts generally comprises of an earthen enclosing bank that was
constructed by the casting up of material by the excavation of an outer circular esiswitar ditch
otherwise known as a fossénh more prestigious examples there can be twevgdllate) or three (tr
vallate) enclosing banks and ditches. A contiguous wooden palisade was often built on top of the
enclosing bank and an entrance preference at the sa#bt often across a small csaway.
Ringforts average between 2680m in diameter, however much larger examples are knolireir

size indicates that ringforts were most likely occupied by extended and dispersed family units and
were probably largely seffufficient. The interior wouldhave contained features such as domestic
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dwellings, outhouses, animal pens, food processing structures, craft areas, hearths and souterrains
(for storage and refuge). A mixed economy would have been practised which would have involved
cereal growing and ramal husbandry, in particular, dairying. According to Sti897, 24)the
majority of ringforts were constructed over a thréeindredyear period between the start of the"7
century and end of the®9century AD.

14.3.2.2 Enclosures

Within the c.3km study arealtere are also two recorded monuments classifieddadosures (Nos 3
& 4, Figure 142). The nearest one, KEGOS2 is situated at Tullamore townlared.6km SW the
PWF boundary. It is clearly depicted the 184142 I EditionOS mapms a circular enclosur&he
second enclosure, KEO@®BY issituated west of a univallate ringfort KEG0OS0 at Coolkeragh. It is
also marked on*LEdition OS maps subD-shaped enclosure. At present onlyaant, barelyvisible
trace of ES bank cand seenas the site has been completely ploughedit (www.archaeology.ie).
Both enclosures may represent denudelévelled ringforts

14.3.2.3 Earthwork

The finalmonument withinc.3km study zone iKE016026 classifiedas EarthworkNo. 9 at Figure

14-2). It is situated at Bedford townland2km south of limits of the PWF. It is not depicted éh 1

Edition OS map but it is clearly marked 8@ RA G A2y Hp QQ Yietthnguiar akkd OK dzNB |
abutting Galey river \ww.archaeology.ip  According tothe RSTFAYAGA2Y | Yin S| NI K¢
Fy2Ylf2dza SIFNIKSY ai0NHzZOGdz2NBX dzadzr ffeé& NIFXA&aSR o0X0
diagnostic features which would allow classification within another monuratgigory. These may

RFGS (G2 Fye LISNAR2R. FNRBY LINBKAAG2NE 2y4l NRaQ

14.3.3 Wider Cultural Contexiof North Kerry

Thestudy areais situated withinthe ancient barofes of Iraghticonnor and to a lesser exteimto
Clanmaurice extending along the coastal fringe of the Shannon Estuary around Ballylongford
Tarbert and west as far as the Cashen River Mouth south of Ballyburiingume 144).

\ | Malachy Walsh and Partners PagelO| 41
(IS S i MAIN EAR- VOLUME 2


http://www.archaeology.ie/

EIAR

SHRONOWEWIND FARM Chapterl4| CULTURAL HERITAI

Drumdigus Coolmeen
Kilrush
Doonaha Knock
Tullig

Carrigaholt Foy
Goss

Loghill

Kilbaha
Tarbert Glin Shang|

Ballyhahill
Ballylongford

Ballybunnion

Moyvane

Lisselton

Ballyduff Athea

Listowel

Drommartin
Kilmoma

Causeway
Duagh

Glenderry Lixnaw

Ballyheige Inchabaun Stran|
Banemore Abbeyféale

Abbeydorney Kilflyn Lyracrumpane

Ardfert Knocknagashel

Figurel4-4: Wider study area of North Ker. PWF at Shronowewutlined in red.

14.3.3.1.1 Prehistory
Up to the recent past the earliest evidence of human occupation in Ireland has been at Mount
Sandel in Co. Derry which has been radiocarbon dated to the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age period
€.8,000 B@QWoodman, Anderson & Finlay 1999, 18331). However, ecent research by Dr. Marion
Dowd in collaboration with Dr. Ruth Carden have undertaken analysis of cut marks on the patella or
kneecap of a bear in the National Museum of Ireland that has established that the marks were made
by humans who were present Ireland 2,500 years earlier than had previously been thought, i.e. at
0KS SyR 2F GKS tlFflFS2f AGKAO 2 NJ The &ult{béabprie was3I S LIS |
one of thousands of bones originally discovered in Alice and Gwendoline Cave,edn. X288 by a
team of early scientists. They published a report on their investigations and noted that the bear bone
KFI'R 1Y A D6wd¥ Caiderii2Q16).

Palaeolithic and Mesolithic people were hungithererfisher transient nomadic groups whose
imprint on the landscape was ephemeral at best. The earliest evidence of human activity in Co. Kerry
gra RAAO2OSNBR I CSvbki tipoNtieiDingle2P@rfnsul vind dakeS to i@ NI K
very end of the Mesolithic period,4,000BC (Woodman, And®n & Finlay 1999, 113). Currently
there is no recorded archaeologicavidence from the Mesolithic period in the North Kerry area in

the archaeological record, either in the form of excavated sites or stray artefacts. However, there is
a high probabily that Mesolithic sites occur on the coastal fringe of the Shannon Estuary situated
only 6km to the north of limits of the PWFand the Atlanticshore at Ballybunnionc.11km to the

west. Mesolithic people in Kerry accessed and exploited the riversidhaed into the sea where
resources were bountiful and along which they could travel inl&®h level has risan6m since the
Mesolithic period whichalong with erosiophas destroyed many of these coastal Mesolithic sites. At
low tide along the coastrém Tarbert, Ballylongford, Beale and all along the coast of North Kerry
including Tralee Bay there is evidence of this eadi@ient, drownedandscape, comprising tracts

of extensive bogndstumps of ancient forests
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Currently, the earliest settlemerevidence from the wider study area, thus far recorded, dates from

the Neolithic period (000-2,400BC). Monumentally, the number of Neolithic sites in North Kerry is
very small, essentially comprising of four embanked enclosures at Gullane East, Kagbkidarnth,
Garryard and Ballynorrig West (Toal 1995;789. However, the Henge at Gullane East leen re-
classified by the National Monuments Service as a Ring Barrow (www.archaeology.ie). Henges and
Barrows are low profile earthen monuments that haveased morphological characteristics often
making it difficult to determine which is which. Ribgrrows have a long currency of use with
examples known from the Bronze and Iron Ages and extending to the arrival of Christianity th the 5
century and possilg as late as the'7century AD (ibid 69). They are essentially regarded as burial
sites although several sites have produced no burials at all (Daly & Grogan 1992, 12)

North Kerry is devoid of any extant megalithic tombs although therereferences to possibly four

examples that are denoted on the!® RA G A 2y h5A FYNXYLIAA Rl & YD NISRISYYS Q &
Bed2® hy S i2KE00K3inérkioned above refer to Section 133.3). At Balllydonoghue,
Lisselton,c5.5km to the SV, a megalithic tomb, (KEOMO n T 0 RSy 2GaSRGrdv@ 4 | avw

f SGStEtSR Ay GKS wmhpyn @Rt ddbdpd & NIMKT St2-ENE&YNIA S3 h
more ephemeral context, fishing was of immense importance to Neolithic coastal communities, the
evidence of which include varying forrs$ fishhweirs made of rows of wooden stakes and wattling

driven into the mud along the myriad creeks, rivers and estuaries in the wider study area.

In a megalithic Bronze Age context, a single tkstame alignmentKE001007, is situated on the
Shannon mouth at Beale Middle,12km to the NWof the PWE Of the 462 recorded Standing
Stones in County Kerry, only twenty are recorded in North Kerry of whida eleven are extant

(Toal 1995, 48; www.archaeology.ie). iDése twenty standingtones, hree, KE0O01002, -006 & -

022 are situated in the wider study area near the Mouth of the Shannon at the extreffkm to

the NW while a fourth standing stone, KEAIE) is situated in Glansillagh5.2km to the N.
Standing Stones appear to have served a variety of functions. Many were used as burial markers to
designate the location of a cist grave, which was a simplelislab grave containing, cremated
remains or single flexed articulated burials, usually accarigubby gravegoods. Certainly, Standing
Stones appear to have been largely of ritual significance. Other Standing Stones are believed to have
served as territorial markers to denote the extent of tribal or familial land boundaries. The National
Monuments{ SNIZA OS R S A stofiSwhichkh&sYbeeh delibbtately set upright in the ground,
usually orientated om north-eastsouthwest axis, although other orientations do occur, and varying

in height from 0.5m ugo 6m. They functioned as prehistoric blirraarkers, commemorative
monuments, indicators of routeways or boundaries and date from the Bronze and Iron Ages (c. 2400
BC - AD 500), with some associated with early medieval ecclesiastical and burial c@ntexts
(www.archaeology.ie).

The evidence of otheBronze Age activity occurs principally in the form of Burnt Mounds, more
O2YY2yf & NB&MNNBIR A2y FHiaK SW | NOK | Folacht2 fadht@vefoftei A G S NI
been seen as reflecting temporary hunting camps where meals were expedientlaredejn
LINSKAZG2NAO GAYS&ad ¢KS SIENIe& 62N] 2F adWd hQYST f
of burnt mounds at Ballyvourney, Co. Cork, have often been cited as concrete evidence that cooking

was the primary purpose of these monumeii@Kelly 1954). Earllyish literary material does, to an

extent, present an image of cooking on sites whose description is similar to burnt mounds, but other
activities such as bathing are also mentioned.(&@driscedil 1990). Any rate, the direct releance

of this literature to Bronze Age burnt mounds is questionable, dating as it does to over 1000 years

after the main period of burnt mound use. There are around fifty ofudachta fiadhrecorded in
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North Kerry, (Toal 1995, 580; www.archaeology.ie)This number has been recently added to by
the discovery of a previously unrecorded example as well as two burnt spreads by Dermot Nelis in
2012 in the course of archaeological testing for the new electrical substation in Kilpaddoge townland
near Tarberc.8km NE of the WF(www.excavations.ie).

As elsewhere in Munster, Iron Age monumental evidence is not plentiful. However, at least two sites

in the wider area of North Kerry may tentatively reflect Iron Age settlement. In 1985 two-fitwtk

cists, contining the burials of three males were discovered in a garden at Dromkeen East, near
Causeway.17km SW ofthe PWFE The excavator suggested that the burials becausé fd d i KS f I O]
any ecclesiastical tradition associated with the site does not indicateéaaly Christian date, so one

may tentatively assign the graves to the very early Historic P@(i8®hnet 1986, 15166). More

recently, fifteen stone lined graves were excavated at a apdtiod site at Farranastack, Lisselton in

2003. Three radiocarlmodates were received from the site including an Iron Age AMS date from
charcoal of Cal BC 39®0. However, the excavator suggests that the results of the radiocarbon

dates (from three differing periods) atedzS&a G A2yl 6t S o0hQ/ It f | AKI YXZ HAnnol

Possible IrorAge sites in North Kerry include togheasicient roads or bograckwayswhich were
constructed across bogs and marshes, (often built of wood or stone or a combination of both). In
reality a tochar or toghers are known from differing archaeological periods, from the Neolithic to the
medieval period and without the benefit of excawatitheir precise date cannot be determined. Two

are recorded in North Kerrg.9km to the SW of thd®WFat Dysert Marshes, KEOO88 and
Dromalught, KE0OX049. An almost completém oak dugput canoe was found in one of two
sections of a tochar discoverad the bog at Ballinclemesig, North Ker®'Connell 1939)The
trackway was built of oak with some stone metalling, similar to several ancient trackways across the
marshlands, notably at Dromalught, Killarida, Ballintogher and Togherbane. In that comext
modern name for the village of Causew#y (Tochatthe trackway) is best understood as a memory

of those ancient trackways. A linear earthwork, tGdath Ruadlor Red Ditch, which runs from
Killoory parish out along Kerry Head, might be suggesteditinate in this period, on the basis of
morphological comparisons with dated Iron Age linear earthworks such as the Dorsey, Co. Armagh
FYyR GKS . fFO0O1 tA3dQa 5&1SzZ /2d CSNXIyYylI3IKD

14.3.3.1.2 Prehistoric Artefacts
Although North Kerry is somewhat lacking in extant pstdric monuments, it does, curiously
enough, have quite a large assemblage of prehistoric artefacts. Neolithic finds recorded include
polished stone axethat have been found in the townlands of Ballyhennessy, Killomeerhoe, Ahabeg,
Dysert, Carrig Island aBybunnion, Tarmon and Asdee and also two others excavated by the writer
at Ballinagearagh, Lixnaw. A chert javelin head from Kilmoyley and flint arrowhead from Lisselton
are also recorded, both of which could also date to Herly Bronze Ag&BA. Thecoastal midden
sites at Ballybunnion and Ballyeagh in particular, have yielded numerous finds, including scores of
artefacts of bronze, iron, stone and glass of various dates (NMI topographical files 1940393
1942:366383; 1943:1648; 1944:152191 &430-534). The material from these 2 O I @ated 6 & Q
variety of different periods. Nonetheless, finds such as iron blades, Roman coins, bone combs, anvils,
hammerstones and glass beads (T48B5), would appear to be largely representative of Late Iron
Age or Early Medieval activity.

Quite extensive artefactual evidence of late prehistoric human activity has been recovered in North
Kerry. The bogs, marshes, rivers, lakes and ponds were tleptacles of ritual, votive offerings of
substantial numbers of artefacts throughout the prehistoric period. This is especially the case in
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North Kerry where some exceptional artefacts have been recovered during turf cutting up to the
very recent past. Paibly the paradigm discovery occurred on Marchi',10864when three gold
lunulae were found by Florence Sullivan while cutting turf in Banemore Bog that was then owned by
a Captain Oliver. The lunulae, made from sheet gold, had been ritually depdsgede(145).
According to Mary Cahill (2005,-18) of the National Museum of Ireland the lunulae are very High
status artefacts that suggest that there were a number of individuals or communities in North Kerry
that were sufficiently wealthy to be able w@fford or commission these exceptional objects either
locally or to trade for them outside the region. The high prestige nature of these finds and their
recovery from a wetland context is typical of ritual deposition of objects in this period. Other high
status artefacts found in the bogs of North Kerry include an Early Bronze Age (¢IB0DB.C.)
dagger recovered near Kilmoyley, while a number of impressive finds of Late BronzelQ§6 ¢

500 B.C.) date were recovered from bogland at Ballincleniesfge southwest of the parish. These
included a cylindrical gold box featuring geometric decoraf{Ryan 1981and a large shedbronze
cauldrono h Q/ 2 y y)SThé rangepqguality and quantity of material recovered at Ballinclemesig
indicate that it vas a focus for exceptional votive deposition in the Later Bronze Age

Figure145: L f f dzZaGNJ GA2y 2F 2yS 2F (KS GKNBS fdzydz IS F2dzyR
1991).

14.3.3.2 Historic Archaeology

14.3.3.2.1 Secular settlement
Settlement in the area and indeed North Kerry as a whole in the Early Medieval period is best
exemplified monumentally in a secular context by Ringforts. These monuments (generally known by
their Irish namesRathand Liog are the most obvious extant monuments in North Kerry. Over 700
ringforts have been recorded in North Kerry alofveww.archaeology.ie) These sites consist of
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circularor roughly circular enclosures with earthen banks and external ditches or fasfes to
Section 4.3.3).

The recent discovery by archaeologist Aidan Harte in 2013 of a corn drying kiln as well as several
other features in proximity to a cluster of ringforts is further testament to the extent of early
medieval settlement in this @a. The corn drying kiln was discovered in the course of archaeological
monitoring of an accessway to the new substation at Kilpaddoge, near TarBlkate (142;
www.excavations.ie).

Plate14-2: Image of excavated corn drying kiln from Kilpaddoge townland.

14.3.3.2.2 Ecclesiastic Settlement
More or less coeval with the development of Ringforts is the arrival of Christianity in Ireland.
Monasticism was the principal characteitsbf the Irish Christian Church whose origins lay in the
Eastern Mediterranean inspired by Saints like Paul and Anthony who had retreated into the deserts
of Egypt to live as hermit monks. Placenames with the vdisdrtis a memory of this. Through time
this monastic concept migrated into Ireland most likely through Gaul where its arrival had a
profound impact on the existing spirituality of the Irish and witnessed the development oCditic
Church a term that fell out of favour with more modern sallars but appears to be winning back
somewhat today. Many of these Early Christian sites are manifest by a number of Ecclesiastic
Enclosures, similar in size to Ringforts, some of which later developed into major church sites. The
most important monasticige in Kerry is Ardferfc.24 km SW of the PWHhich is closely associated
with Saint Brendan. Brendan, who was bar#84AD in the FeniBarrow area of North Kerry, is the
patron saint of Kerry and is traditionally regarded as the founder of ArdfertfeArdeveloped

Engineering and Environmental Consultants
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considerably to eventually become the Bishopric of Kerry by the end of theelritury which it held
throughout the middle ages until 1660 (Moore 2007, 45; Bradley et a#,198). At the Synod of
KelsAy wMMpH ! NRT S Nlthedidest antl @rgestlchuxts iR thé @nitedVdiocese and
therefore most suitable for Cathedral purpaes o6 ¢ 2 £ Mdphpp I Hp PO

There are several other smaller ecclesiastic sites in the wider study area of North Kerry, thigymajo

of which did not develop into major church sites. Although, at LislaughEO02016 situatedc.5km

N of the PWE the Franciscans founded a friary there in theé" X®ntury. Another nearby early
ecclesiastic site KEOO2008 include a large complex at Carrig Islarsituated c.7km N near
Carrigafoyle on the Shannon, Kilnaughtin, near Ballylongford and Kilgulbin East to the SW. Neachtan
is an early local saint and it is likely that the current medieval church is built on raer esite
6hQ52y20Fy MpyoX mMoUL®

14.3.3.2.3 Medieval Artefacts
The Topographic Files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) record a single find from the
Townland of Tullamore. In 1954, in the course of cutting turf, a wooden container with bog butter
was discoveré in Tullamore (NMI Reg. No 1954:16). Bogter has been found irpeatbogs
throughout Ireland often in wooden containers. Apparently, it was stored in the bog in an attempt to
prolong its useable life. It may also have been buried as a votive offeriegcudtom of burying
butter in the bog extends back at least to the late Iron AgeADMn n ® 5dzNAYy 3 ¢K2YIl a
travels in Ireland in 1671 he red®S R Bukdr, fayedip in wicker baskets, mixed with a sort of
garlic and buried for some time in a bog to make provision of a high taste fai @en
(www.irisharchaeology.ieNo finds were recorded within three other townlasidf PWF.

There have also been a significant number of medieval artefacts found in the wider study area. Of
particular relevance in the context of this report is the significant discovery of a zoomorphic
pennannular brooch from the bog at Tullahennel ¢cokm to the NW. Remarkably, the brooch was
found by a woman removing the ashes from the grate in a family range in Martara, Ballylongford in
2009. The extremely raré"eg 7" century brooch has two Maltese crosses set within sunken fields
within stylized animal snouts that would have originally been inlaid, possibly with red enalagd (

14-3; Dunne 2009).
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Plate 14-3: 6" -7"" century zoomorphic brooch from Tullahennel Bog 2009 (Dunne 2009).

In March 1871 an exquisite late "l%entury processional cross was found in the townland of
Ballymacasyg.3km to the N during ploughing for reclamaii works of boggy land near Ballylongford

(Reg. No. 1888). This cross is today better known as the Lislaughtin Cross and is arguably one of
GKS Y2ad aLISOGlFOdz NI 2F LNBfFyRQa f+rdS YSRASOI €
Ireland (Plate 4-4). Made of cast and gilt silver, it dates to 1479. An inscription on the cross bears
G6SadlYSyd G2 GKS LI GNRYIF3IS 2F G4KS [2NR 2F YSNNE
daughter of the Knight of Glin.

Plate 14-4: Lislaughtin Processional Cross found in Ballymacasy Bog, Ballylongford.
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14.3.3.3 HistoricContext

Historically, the name of the barony, Iraghticonnor, derived from Oidhreacht Ui Chonchigphair
GSNNAG2NE 2F hQ/ 2yy 20N/ 2K/ 2NERR SLCyRESINRRINBRYSE 1) ¥ &N
came to dominate North Kerry from thé"dr 8" century. Prior to this the territory otriochaof the

region was known as Altgr Alltraighe The Altry lecame a sept of the Ciarraighe from which the

YIEYS YSNNE A& RSNAGSRO Ly (KIG O2yGSEG G(KS hQl 2
Kerry. Viking activity is also recorded in North Kerry with raids recorded in seven separate entries in

the annds over a time span of three hundred and sixty years. The first plundering raid in the area
occurred ¢.816 and the last happened in 1176. In 834 a fleet of Vikings entered the Shannon and
raided as far as Kilpeacon and Mungret in the territory of Ui GHolha response a force led by
Donnchadh leader of the Ui Chonaill and Ui Fidgente defeated the Vikings at Shanid near
Shanagolden. Subsequent fleets of Vikings arrived every ten years or so up to AD876 after which
there was a hiatus until AD916. This pigs was recorded as a literary trope known as tfety

years restc a term coined by the author of Cogadh Gaedhel re GallaidiCdrrain 1996, 224)The

name Ballylongford- Baile an Longfoirtmay also have Viking origins as it contains the term
longphort (stronghold) coupled with the Irish tertaile own / village(Connolly 2005, 159).

. @& mMmpn GKS /IFTYONRB Kk b2NXIYy |R@GFIyOS KFR &aljdzsSSi
Iraghticonnor. Their stronghold was located at Carrigafoyle Castle, Ballylodgiordvhere, ships

travelling up the Shannon to Limerick could be intercepted and their cargoes captured, and it is
LINBadzyl ofte GKS FSIENI 2F (GKAA GKFIG ONRdAAKG Yzald O
on traffic in the estuaryRarrington 198, 262). Asdee Castlgas the headquarters of Diarmuid

{ dz3l OK h Q/ 2 yy 2 NrenmByNThE ruiisyof thiiskcastlensurvived into the earl§® 20

century, but nothing of it is now visible (Toal 1995, 274). As a medieval canwad known as the

Wantred ofListuthal) 6 [ AadG26St0 FyR ¢Fa 3ANIFYOIGSR (G2 2AffALY
Meiler FitzHenryNlacCotter 2000, 57; MacCotter 2008,167).

¢tKS hQ/2yy2N Ofly O2yiGAydzsSR (2 O2 yvhedRHe ladt NI IKG A
LINEYAYSY (G hQ/ 2 yBaZinglonglb78, 258). YhEitBNRurices held a major seat of

power at Listowel and had a number of castles along the western shore of the Shannon. Beal Castle

on the mouth of the Shannon was a FitzMaurice sgtamid. During the High Medieval period, a

number of castles were constructed along the coastline for defensive purposes some of which were
constructed within earlier promontory forts i.e. at Ballybunnion.

Monumentally, the High Medieval period of Iraghticwr is represented by a variety of sites

including moated sites, medieval parish churches, monasteries and castles. The arrival of the
Cambro / Normans also heralded the arrival of the Cistercians who founded Kyrie Eleison abbey in

1154 as adaughterhéuS G2 bSylF 3K G ! 606S@8R2NYySe 6¢I NNyl 9
St. John the BaptistF(atres Crucife)j was founded at Rattoo in AD1200. The foundation at Rattoo

later changed to the rule of the canons regular of St. Augustine of Arroaisevas dedicated to SS.

Peter & Paul (Bradley 1984, 87; Tarrant & O'Connell 1990, 145). Ardfert became the Bishopric or See

for Kerry in 1117. The increase in wealth and status of North Kerry attracted the Franciscans to
establish a friary in Ardfert in 135and another at Lislaughtin, Ballylongford (Smith 1756, 106). The

closest of these monasteries to the study area is Lislaugtiikm to the N. It is most likely that the

Franciscan Friary was built on the site of an early ecclesiastic site as it id afisreSt. Lachtin of
.SIEflFOKFON)I 6adziiSNNBO 6K2 RASR AY CcHH!5 O0A0AR
1990, 57; Toal 1995, 2h4LislaughtinFriary was founded for Observant Franciscan friars by John

hQ/ 2yy2NJ YSNNE FNRdzyR mnTtn 2NJF €AGGES SENIASNI
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' 3SYSNIf FNAIFINI 2F GKS CNIyOAaOFYy 2NRSNFinalF @S LI
1477 and it was in operation by 1478 (Smith 1756, 118; Leask 1985, 183; Walsh 1976, 29; Toal 1995
HpnT j Ct2AYY HaAamMnI yHO® ¢KS aidNRy3aIK2ftR OFaidfs
shore two miles fronthe Lislaughtin Friary that he fmded. A small carved stone depicting the

beautiful east window of Lislaughtin Friary is situated on the first floor of the castle. Very little is

known about Lislaughtin up until the suppression of the monasteries other than an account saying

that a Chaper of the Observants of Ireland was held there in 1507 and that the friary was the burial

LI I OS F2NJ GKS F2dzyRAy3 TFlLYAfe 2F hQ/ 2yy2N YSNNE
niches on the north side of the nave in Lislaughtin is thought to &Sy F2NJ GKS hQ/ 3
(Dunne 2010).

On Palm Sunday Apri'@d580 Carrigafoyle castle was captured by Sir William Pelham after a very

brief siege and immediately after Lislaughtin Friary was also destroyed and three aged friars, Daniel
Hanrahan, Philiph Q{ KS'I FYR al dNAOS {OFytlyx 6SNB YINIe
9t AT IFOSUKIY F2NOS&a o0hQ{dzZ t AGlY mpomI yT0od ¢KS FI
and Walter and Miles Herbert.

War broke out again in 1598 in what was knownf@sSBugéi? o0 aid NJF 60 91 NX Qa wSg2f i
67-8). The following year the English made a surprise raid into North Kerry capturing Liscahane
/I FadtsS FYR hQ/2yy2NJ YSNNE aAdzZNNBYRSNBR / F NNR3II F2
destroyed byLord Fitz Morris on the Irish side who Sir George Carew, then President of Munster
RSAONAIOGKSR V233 (W 20a Ayl S | yR YI.OAtdeRZdZugust NGOG ( 2 NJ &
Carew reported the taking of Lixnaw, the caput of Lord FitzMdfigsie 14-6). By December 1600
Listowel Castle had surrendered to Sir Charles Wilmot who summarily hanged nine of the garrison
and then left a hundred soldiers to guard the fortress (ibid).

Figurel46Y 9 EGNI O FTNRBY /I NBgQa mpohy al Ll 2F YSNNE FNRY i
OFNRPye 2F LNIYIKGAO2YY2N) gAlK OladactsSa 2F [Aaili2¢6Stx /1|

According to the Franciscan friar Donatus Mooney ltiaughtin Friary was unoccupied in 1617 or
1618 who noted thatitwas? X a2t A0 NBE | Yy R GQMBIAWE 22J0RSBREVERS®thed 2 2 RA
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